
Successful BMR Sorghum 
Management 



Forage Selection Criteria 
 

ÅAdapted to growerôs harvest system 

ÅAppropriate for producerôs soils 

ÅProduces high quality forage 

ÅCan fit growerôs harvest schedules and 
management style 

ÅDoes it fit nutrient management needs for 
manure utilization 

 



SORGHUM  TYPES for FORAGE 

ÅFORAGE SORGHUM ς A direct, one cut system 
for chopped silage. 

 

 

ÅSUDANGRASS ς A multiple cut system for silage, 
balage ,dry hay and grazing 

 

 

ÅSORGHUM X SUDANGRASS  - A multiple cut 
system for silage, balage and grazing. 

 

 



What is Brown Mid-Rib ???  



What is Brown Mid-Rib ???  

What Is a BMR? 

The brown midrib trait (BMR) is a visual marker for a genetic trait, which causes 

the plant to create less lignin. Lignin is the component of the plant cell wall that is 

the limiting factor in forage fiber digestion. The addition of the BMR trait has 

shown marked reductions of lignin thus improving palatability and digestibility. 

Research has proven that BMR hybrids have noticeably better digestibility than 

standard forages when immature and huge advantages in digestibility when very 

mature. This can be the difference between an acceptable hay product and poor 

quality hay when harvest cannot occur during optimum conditions because of 

weather and other factors. 

 

Å Significant 40 to 60% Decrease in Lignin. 

Å Significant 15 to 30% Increase in Palatability. 

Å Significant Increase in Digestibility. 

Å Significant Increase in Efficiency. 



Lignin 
Lignin is the component of plant cell 
walls that is generally regarded as the 
primary factor limiting the extent of 
forage fiber digestion by ruminants. 
Lignin in plants is not only practically 
indigestible but also decreases the 
availability of other constituents. 



BMR 6 SORGHUM FORAGES 

ÅSuperior nutritive value compared to 
conventional sorghum and often times equal 
nutritive value of corn. 

ÅHigh Energy Fiber. 

ÅExtremely High Palatability 

ÅThey make Milk and Meat 

 



BMR Gene 6 Sorghum Sudan   



Sorghum Sudan Review  



 Cutting Sorghum Sudan   



 Cutting Sorghum Sudan   



 Wide Swathing Sorghum Sudan   



 Wrapped Sorghum Sudan Baleage   



 Sorghum Sudan Haylage  





 Grazing Sorghum Sudan   



 Grazing Sorghum Sudan   





AS 6201 

AS AS 6201 

A gene 6 hybrid that is economically priced. It is a 

medium ï early maturity with very good drought 

tolerance. It has good seedling vigor and excellent re-

growth.  It has excellent palatability with high 

digestibility. AS 6201 works very well when harvested 

as haylage, balage or grazed. Recommended seeding 

rate is 50 to 70 lbs/acre. 



AS 6401 

AS AS 6401 

A gene 6 hybrid that has exceptional disease 

resistance. It has the best disease resistance of all 

the sorghum sudans in our lineup. It has very good 

drought tolerance, good seedling vigor and excellent 

re-growth.  It has excellent palatability with high 

digestibility. Although all sorghum sudans do not like 

wet soil conditions this hybrid will tolerate these 

conditions better than our other sorghum sudans. AS 

6401 works very well when harvested as haylage, 

balage or grazed. Recommended seeding rate is 50 to 

70 lbs/acre. 



AS 6402 

AS AS 6402 

A gene 6 hybrid that has a unique growth habit, it is a 

brachytic dwarf sorghum sudan. It has a high leaf to 

stem ratio with superior standibility. It has very good 

seedling vigor with fair drought tolerance. Because of 

its shortened internode length it perform excellent 

under grazing system and can tolerate a little lower 

mowing height than our other sorghum sudans. It is 

excellent for grazing but can also be used for haylage 

and balage. Recommended seeding rate is 40 to 60 

lbs/acre. 

 



Brachytic Dwarf  Internode length 



Dwarf verses Standard 

Dwarf 

Non Dwarf 


